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Module 1: 

HUMAN Questions  

 

Who Are We? 

What should be the 

Purpose of Our Species? 

What Can One Human 

Life Mean?  
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(ÕÍÁÎ 
1ÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ 
 

Concept 
Shared humanity 
 
Duration 
1hour 
 
Cross Curricular Links: 
Biology 
History 
Sociology 
Philosophy  
 
Skills  
Group work 
Mini-Presentation 
Poster designing 
 
Intelligences  
Interpersonal 
Linguistic  
Visual-spatial 
Existential 
 
Resources Required 
Laptop 
Access to internet 
Microsoft PowerPoint 
Flipchart / A3 papers 
Board markers 
Stationery 
 
 
 
 

Energiser:  Survival of the fittest (5 min.) 

Objectives:  

¶ To examine who we are as a species 

¶ To analyse what it means to have a shared humanity 

Introductory Video:  YouTube Who are we  (1min.) 

It's quite subtle. Nearly imperceptible. Not where we might think of 

looking first: how we see ourselvesɂour identityɂshapes our future 

as a species. So let's tell a story about ourselvesɂlet's build a cultural 

identity that moves us to dream bigger, learn faster.... go places, 

evolve into something even better. 

Starter : Identify the odd one out (5 min.) 

Choice of images:  

Gorilla, Chimpanzee, Bonobo, Gibbon, Human, Orang-utan, Rhesus 

monkey  

Activity 1: Mini -presentation  

5 min. prep time    |     5 min. presentation time 

Participants are divided into groups to discuss and then present 

Group 1: discuss and present what it means to be human. 

Group 2: discuss and present the good humans have done. 

'ÒÏÕÐ σȡ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ȰÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇȢȱ 

Activity 2 : Designing a poster  

10 min. prep time    |     5 min. display  time 

Hand out copies of resource sheet 1a: Who Are We?  

Create a poster that captures the essence of the extract.  

Plenary : Taboo 

Participants pair up and discuss what ÔÈÅÙȭÖÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÈÏÕÒ 

ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÁÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÔÏ ÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÔÁÂÏÏ ×ÏÒÄÓȡ 

Humans, Species, Project 

 Extension Activity:  

Create a 2-min. movie-trailer introducing humans to an alien species.  

(Use either Animoto, MovieMaker, GoAnimate!, or iMovies) 

Reading Task: 

Read the HUMAN project app content on What should the purpose of 

our species be. 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=26jKx74Wc5M
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Resource Sheet 1a 
 
 
WHO ARE WE? 
 
7 billion humans. 
We are one species but we are not of one mind. 
Our shared biology is now a fact. 
Our shared identity is still under construction. 
 
Some of us think our shared humanity is a given. 
If we only dig deep enough inside... all of us will find it. 
But what if it does not come pre-installed? 
Others say we must raise our consciousness. 
 
Cultivate our compassion. 
4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÈÏ× ×ÅȭÌÌ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÏÎÅȢ 
But how long will it take us? 
 
Some of us want to talk issues, not identity: 
7ÅȭÒÅ ÓÔÕÃË ÏÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÌÁÎÅÔ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȢ 
3Ï ÌÅÔȭÓ ÊÕÓÔ ÄÅÁÌȢ 
But how inspired is a trapped soul? 
 
To create an inspired future... 
We need good stories about who we are already. 
Look at us in the grand scheme of existence. 
The 100 billion who came before. The 7 billion alive today. 
7ÈÁÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÄ ÔÈÒÅÁÄȩ 
We are a creative species! 
We practice the most complex art in our universe: 
 
CULTURAL LEARNING. 
 
We are our own work in progress. 
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Energiser : Earthquake / Eviction (5 min) 
 

Objectives : 
To reflect on  the purpose of humans 
To distinguish between being and becoming 
 

Introductory Video :  YouTube Purpose of Our Species  (1min.) 
 
The HUMAN Project should be the ultimate infinite game. Let's play it 
to keep playing... beyond our individual deaths, beyond the end of our 
sun, maybe even beyond the end of our universe. 
Starter: Arrange in order of importance  
(5 min.)   Resource sheet 2a 
 
,ÉÓÔ ÏÆ ×ÏÒÄÓ ɉÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ -ÁÓÌÏ×ȭÓ ÈÉÅÒÁÒÃÈÙ ÏÆ ÎÅÅÄÓɊȡ  
Food, companionship, parents, home, money, fame, sanitation, health, 
altruism, creativity   
 
Activity 1: List -o-mania  
2 min. prep time    |     5 min. discussion time 
 
Divide participants into groups of 4-5 
Ask each group to make a list of things that humans have 
accomplished over the last 10,000 years. The group with the biggest 
list wins. (Chocolates as reward)  
 
Activity 2: Think -pair -share 
3  min. thinking time    |     5 min. sharing  time 
 

Think  about/Reflect on where our species will be 10; 100; 10,000 
years from now. 
Pair  up with a partner and discuss/clarify your views. 
Share with the rest of the group. 
 

Activity 3: Literary Analysis  
$ÉÓÐÌÁÙ ÔÈÅ ÑÕÏÔÅ ÆÒÏÍ (ÁÍÌÅÔ ȬTo be or not to be, that is the 
ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎȢȱ  Ask participants what they think it means.  
Then hand out a copy of resource sheet 2b and ask them what they 
think is the difference between being and becoming?  
 
Plenary : Provocation   
3ÔÅ×ÁÒÔ "ÒÁÎÄ ÓÁÙÓȟ Ȭ7Å ÁÒÅ ÁÓ ÇÏÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÇÅÔ ÇÏÏÄ ÁÔ ÉÔȢȱ 
What could this statement mean and how would you respond? What 
should our purpose as HUMANS be? 
 
Extension Activity:  
7ÁÔÃÈ *ÁÓÏÎ 3ÉÌÖÁȭÓ ÖÉÄÅÏ ÍÁÓÈ-ÕÐ Ȱ"ÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ )ÎÆÉÎÉÔÙȱ 
2ÅÁÄ Á ÒÅÖÉÅ× ÏÆ $ÁÖÉÄ $ÅÕÔÓÃÈȭÓ Beginning of Infinity by Rohan 
2ÏÂÅÒÔÓ ÏÎ Ȭ0ÈÏÅÂÕÓ /ÎÌÉÎÅȢȭ 
2ÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ $ÅÕÔÓÃÈȭÓ ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔ ÏÆ Ȭ*ÕÍÐ ÔÏ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÁÌÉÔÙȭ  
Reading Task: 

Read the HUMAN project app content on What can one human life 
mean? 
 

  

(ÕÍÁÎ 
1ÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ 
 

Concept 
Human Purpose 
 
Duration 
1hour 
 
Cross Curricular Links: 
Literature 
History 
Sociology 
Philosophy  
 
Skills  
Pair work 
Literary Analysis 
Silent Reflection 
 
Intelligences  
Interpersonal 
Linguistic  
Intrapersonal 
Existential 
 
Resources Required 
Laptop 
Access to internet 
Microsoft PowerPoint 
Flipchart / A3 papers 
Board markers 
Stationery 
Chocolates 
 
 
 

2 

http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DNwZvUZbf40Q%26list%3DPLFDC6A728C80F7F96%26index%3D2
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Resource Sheet 2a 
 
3ÔÁÒÔÅÒȡ "ÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ -ÁÓÌÏ×ȭÓ (ÉÅÒÁÒÃÈÙ ÏÆ ÎÅÅÄÓ 

Food and Drink  

Companionship 

Home and Parents 

Altruism 

Creativity 

Money and Fame 

Health and Sanitation 
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Resource Sheet 2b 
 

WHAT SHOULD THE PURPOSE OF OUR SPECIES BE? 
 
To be or to become? 
We must choose carefully. 
 
Any purpose with a final destination is shrink wrap on the human spirit. 
We are not built to arrive, we are built to journey. 
 
Think of the stream of human existence as an ongoing human project. 
 
How long should it go on for? No end. 
 
What should it accomplish? No limits. 
 
Our purpose: Survive and ascend. 
 
KEEP BECOMING. 
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Energiser : Human Knot Game 
 

Objectives : 
To recognise the meaning of one life 
To interpret and comprehend the meaning of infinity 
 
Introductory Video :  YouTube One Human Life (1min.) 
 
My life is not an end in and of itself. My life is a contribution to the 
ongoing human project.  
 
Starter: A -Z (5 min.)  
 
Write down a key/related word related to the concept of infinity for 
as many letters of the alphabet as you can. 
 
Activity 1: Mantle of Expert  
5  min. research time    |     10 min. sharing  time 
 
Divide the audience into 5 groups. Give each group 5 min. to research 
the following topics related to infinity and then 2 min. to present: 

1. :ÅÎÏȭÓ ÐÁÒÁÄÏØ  
2. Infinite Monkey Theorem 
3. Hotel Infinity  
4. Fractals (Mandelbrot Sets) 
5. Pi 

 
Activity 2: Snowballing  
3  min. writing time    |     5 min. sharing  time 
 
Divide the audience into 3 groups. 
'ÒÏÕÐ ρȡ -ÁËÅ Á ÌÉÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÙÏÕȭÄ ÄÏ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÌÉÖÅ ÆÏÒ ÉÎÆÉÎÉÔÙ 
Group 2: Make a list of things humans have achieved by collaborating 
over many generations.  
Group 3: Make a list of things humans should focus on if our species 
could exist forever.  
 
Plenary : Instructions for Dummies   
Hand out resource sheet 3a. 
Write out a set of instructions on how humans can solve our 
problems and start to dream big dreams for our species.   
 
 Extension Activity:  
¶ Watch The Cosmos Universe or Multiverse? on YouTube 
¶ Write an article or blog post about the meaning of one life and 

how what we do in our lifetime can have an impact on other lives.  
 

Reading Task: 
Read the HUMAN project app content on We are Matter. 
 
 

(ÕÍÁÎ 
1ÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ 
 

Concept 
The meaning of one life 
 
Duration 
1hour 
 
Cross Curricular Links: 
Mathematics 
Cosmology 
Philosophy  
 
Skills  
Group work 
Mini-presentation 
Creative Thinking 
 
Intelligences  
Interpersonal 
Logical-mathematical 
Intrapersonal 
Existential 
 
Resources Required 
Laptop 
Access to internet 
Microsoft PowerPoint 
Flipchart / A3 papers 
Board markers 
Stationery 
Chocolates 
 
 
 
 

3 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VsjYsB35Jxg&list=PLFDC6A728C80F7F96
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uX9AS4zppbo
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Resource Sheet 3a 
 

WHAT CAN ONE LIFE MEAN? 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Think of a human life as a one-off, 
And you are walking down a blind alley. 
 
Think of a human life as a contribution to the ongoing human project, 
And you may be surprised. 
Suddenly, infinity lies within a finite life. 
 
Imagine your last breath filled with knowing: 
 
Your ascendants... 
Can know things you could not know. 
Can go places you could not go. 
Can become what you could only dream of. 
Because you gave your everything. 
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Module 2: 

HUMAN Identity  

 

We are matter 

We are life 

We are culture 
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Anna Stillwell and Erika Ilves 

Curriculum content and lesson plans designed by 

Rohan Roberts 



 

 

 

 

 

 

th
e

 H
U

M
A

N
 p

ro
je

ct 

11 

(ÕÍÁÎ )ÄÅÎÔÉÔÙ 
 

Concept 
Our material 
composition 
 
Duration 
1hour 
 
Cross Curricular Links: 
Biology 
Astrophysics 
Cosmology 
Music 
 
 
Skills  
Converting texts 
Mini-discussions 
Group discussion 
Critical video-viewing 
 
Intelligences  
Interpersonal 
Bodily-Kinaesthetic 
Existential 
Musical 
 
Resources Required 
Laptop 
Access to internet 
Microsoft PowerPoint 
Flipchart / A3 papers 
Board markers 
Stationery 
 
 

Energiser: Who is the leader (7 min.) 

Objectives:  

¶ To recognise our material connection with the universe 
¶ To comprehend what E=MC2 means 

Introductory Video:  YouTube We are matter  (2min.) 

In cosmic terms, we are just tiny clumps of matter. Like all matter, we 

are subject to the forces of cosmic evolution. Is our fate then 

inextricably tied to the fate of our Universe? Not necessarily, after all 

we are no ordinary clumps of matter. 

Starter: Match the terms (5 min.)                Resource Sheet 4a 

#ÈÏÉÃÅ ÏÆ ×ÏÒÄ ÐÁÉÒÓȡ 
Big+Bang, Space+Time, Matter+Energy, Hydrogen+Helium, 

Albert+Einstein, Cosmic+Radiation,  Black+Hole, etc.  

Activity 1: Conversion  

2 min. reading  time    |     5 min. viewing time 

In groups, convert the information in resource sheet4b into a 

timeline or a flowchart.  

Activity 2: Seek the answer  (7 min)  

Ensure the pieces of evidence for the Big Bang Theory in resource 

sheet 4c have been cut and hidden around the classroom before the 

lesson begins.  

On the count of three, participants search for the evidence and stick it 

on the whiteboard.  

Activity 3: Reward the expert  

Display the equation E=MC2 on the board and elicit responses about 

what participants think it means.  

Plenary: Triads: Symphony of Science  

7 min. viewing time    |     5 min. discussion time 

7ÁÔÃÈ ÔÈÅ ς 3ÙÍÐÈÏÎÙ ÏÆ 3ÃÉÅÎÃÅ 6ÉÄÅÏÓ ÔÉÔÌÅÄ ȬWe are star-ÄÕÓÔȭ and 

Ȭ7Å ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄȭȢ  

)Î ÇÒÏÕÐÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÒÅÅȟ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎ ÔÏ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÏ ÓÁÙ Ȱ×Å ÁÒÅ 

ÓÔÁÒÄÕÓÔȱ ÁÎÄ Ȱ×Å ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄȱ ÆÒÏÍ Á scientific perspective .  

 Extension Activity:   Read about Carl Sagan, Lawrence Krauss, 

Richard Feynman, and Neil deGrasse Tyson 

Reading Task: 

Read the HUMAN project app content on We are Life. 

 

 4 4 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TqfyvoQmlRY
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Resource Sheet 4a 

Starter Activity: Match the terms  

Big Bang 

Space Time 

Matter Energy 

Albert Einstein  

Cosmic Radiation 

Dioxyribo Nucleic Acid 

Isaac Newton 

Amino Acids 

Four Fundamental Forces 

Third Law of  Thermodynamics 

Speed of Light 

Universal Constant 

Parallel Dimensions 
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Resource Sheet 4b 

Activity  1: Conversion  

Convert the information in the paragraph below into a timeline/flowchart  

 

Group 1 

The Big Bang theory is the prevailing cosmological model that describes 

the early development of the Universe. According to the theory, the Big 

Bang occurred approximately 13.798, which is thus considered the age of 

the universe. After this time, the Universe was in an extremely hot and 

dense state and began expanding rapidly. After the initial expansion, the 

Universe cooled sufficiently to allow energy to be converted into various 

subatomic particles, including protons, neutrons, and electrons. Though 

simple atomic nuclei could have formed quickly, thousands of years were 

needed before the appearance of the first electrically neutral atoms. The 

first element produced was hydrogen, along with traces of helium and 

lithium. Giant clouds of these primordial elements later coalesced through 

gravity to form stars and galaxies, and the heavier elements were 

synthesized either within stars or during supernovae. 
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Resource Sheet 4c 

Activity  2: Evidence for the big bang (TBB)  

Hide the following pieces of evidence around the room before the lesson begins.    

 

Evidence 1: TBB is the best theory that accounts for the overwhelming abundance of 

lighter elements like Hydrogen and Helium in the universe 

 

Evidence 2: Edwin Hubble discovered that galaxies are flying apart. We now know that 

space is expanding. This means galaxies were closer together in the past. 

 

Evidence 3: George Gamov predicted in 1948 that there should be a faint glow left over 

from when the universe was much hotter and denser. 4ÈÉÓ ȰÅÃÈÏȱ from the big bang has 

been discovered and is referred to as the cosmic microwave background radiation. 

 

Evidence 4: The universe is homogenous on a large scale. (Homogenous: of the same or 

similar nature) 

 

Evidence 5: We do not observe stars that are older than a few billion years. This means the 

universe had a beginning in a particular point in time.  

 

Evidence 6: The farther away the Hubble Telescope sees the farther back in time it sees. 

The oldest galaxies are amorphous and irregular compared to galaxies that evolved later.   

 

Evidence 7: The number of quasars drops off for very large redshifts (or the farther back 

in time we look). This observation means that the universe was not old enough to produce 

quasars at those large redshifts. The universe did have a beginning. 

 

Evidence 8: The quantum equations and mathematical model for the big bang are 

consistent with observations.  
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Energiser: Who are you? (7 min.) 

Objectives:  

¶ To discuss what constitutes life. 
¶ To consider the features of extra-terrestrial life.  

Introductory Video:  YouTube We are life  (3 min.) 

In biological terms, we are a complex form of life. Like all life, we 

harvest matter and energy from our surroundings. We rely on the 

energy of a star. Is our fate then inextricably bound to the fate of our 

star? Not necessarily, after all, we are no ordinary form of life. 
 

Starter: Pictionary (5 min.)                 

#ÈÏÉÃÅ ÏÆ ×ÏÒÄÓȡ 
Virus, bacteria, coral, seed, orang-utan, whale, insect  
 

Activity 1: Radio infomercial   

10 min. prep  time    |     10 min. performance time 

In groups, participants create a radio infomercial in which they talk 

about what life is and what its features are. They may use some of  

the content in resource sheet 5a 
 

Activity 2: Debate   

10 min. prep  time    |     10 min. debate time 

-ÏÔÉÏÎȡ Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÅÅÄÓ ÁÒÅ Á ÆÏÒÍ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅȢȱ 
 

Plenary:  

Mind map/Spider diagram  

In pairs, draw a mind map of some of the features of possible life on 

an alien planet. Be prepared to justify your views.  
 

 Extension Activity:  Search for extra-terrestrial life  

Research about SETI 

Write either a blogpost, or a magazine article, or, an argumentative 

essay justifying the search for extra-terrestrial life.  

Make a painting/sketch of what alien life might look ÌÉËÅȢ ɉ$ÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ 

inspired by Hollywood).  

Reading Task: 

Read the HUMAN project app content on We are Culture. 

 

 

  

(ÕÍÁÎ )ÄÅÎÔÉÔÙ 
 

Concept 
Meaning of life  
 
Duration 
1hour 
 
Cross Curricular Links: 
Astrobiology 
English 
Art 
 
 
Skills  
Drawing 
Debate 
Mindmaps 
 
Intelligences  
Interpersonal 
Linguistic 
Existential 
 
Resources Required 
Laptop 
Access to internet 
Microsoft PowerPoint 
Flipchart / A3 papers 
Board markers 
Stationery 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZYrMSMD720
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Resource Sheet 5a 

WE ARE LIFE 

 

We are clumps of matter that live! 
 
Just how widespread life is in our universe is still in question. For now, to talk about we 
have to narrow our field of vision from the expanses of our universe to the outskirts of 
one of the hundred billion galaxies and zoom in on a smallish planet orbiting an average 
ÓÔÁÒȢ 7Å ÃÁÌÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÌÁÎÅÔ %ÁÒÔÈȢ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÓ ×Å know it took up residence 4 billion 
years ago. 
 

7Å ÃÁÎȭÔ ÙÅÔ ÓÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÓÕÒÅ ÈÏ× ÌÉÆÅ ÂÅÇÁÎ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÉÔ ÂÅÇÁÎ ÏÎ %ÁÒÔÈȢ 4ÈÅ ÍÏÖÅ ÆÒÏÍ 
inanimate matter to live matter was likely gradual and slow, taking millions of years. We 
can, however, make a compelling case that life is not just more complex than other matter; 
it is an entire new way of being. In cosmic evolution mass is destiny. When a massive 
ÃÌÕÍÐ ÏÆ ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ÌÉËÅ Á ÓÔÁÒ ÂÕÒÎÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ×ÉÔÈÉÎȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÄÏÎÅ ÂÅÉÎÇ Á ÓÔÁÒȢ )Æ ÌÉÆÅ 
lived off onlÙ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÉÔÈÉÎȟ ÌÉÆÅ ÓÐÁÎÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÍÅÁÓÕÒÅÄ ÉÎ ÈÏÕÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÁÙÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÉÎ 
cosmic terms, all life forms are just tiny specks of matter. What life lacks in mass, it makes 
up for in sophistication. 
 

Life keeps itself going by harvesting matter and energy from the outsideɂit absorbs 
sunlight, it eats. What it stores inside is information in its DNA about how to do this, a 
template that allows it to reproduce. Life passes this information from generation to 
generation. And it does it almost perfectly. But once in a while random errors crop up. In 
biological evolution, imperfectly copying genes are destiny. 
 
Life started off as the simplest form and evolved into millions of more and more complex 
forms. The creative exuberance of biological evolution was the result of the interplay 
between two ways of being: Cosmic evolution kept serving up changes in conditions on 
the planet. Life kept adapting by blindly generating imperfect copies of its templates. 
3ÏÍÅ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ×ÅÌÌȟ ËÅÐÔ ÓÕÒÖÉÖÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÅÖÏÌÖÉÎÇȢ /ÔÈÅÒ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÁÎÄ became evolutionary 
dead-ends. We are a product of the lineage that worked out. 
 

Life adapts, so its fate is harder to predict. So far life has survived all the curve balls that 
cosmic evolution has indifferently hurled its way, from deadly asteroids to massive 
volcanic eruptions. But in the end the fate of all Earth-based life might be inextricably 
bound to the fate of our star. In a billion years the sun will get so hot, it will boil off all 
water from the surface of our planet, sterilizing it. Despite a 4 billion year track record of 
adaptation, life might not be equipped to deal with such a radical change. In that case, the 
life span of life would be just 5 billion yearsɂa mere cosmic instant. 
 
In biological terms, we are a complex form of life. Like all life, we harvest energy and 
matter from our surroundings, we rely on the energy of a star. Is our fate then inextricably 
bound to the fate of Earth-based life? 
 
Not necessarily. After all, we are no ordinary form of life. 
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Energiser:  The Sun Shines ÏÎȣ ɉχ ÍÉÎȢɊ 

Objectives:  

¶ To discuss what we mean by culture 
¶ To analyse the difference between genes and memes 

Introductory Video:  YouTube We are culture  (2 min.) 

We are a culturally learning species. Could we learn our way to the 

end of the 22nd century? Could we outlive our star? Could we prevail 

over entropy? 

Starter: Definition (5 min.)                 

Participants use mini-whiteboards to write their own definition of 

what culture is. 
 

Activity 1: Spectrum of Agreement (5 min.)  

Display the different statements in resource sheet 6a about the 

importance of intercultural dialogue. Participants stand in different 

parts of the room depending on whether they agree, disagree or are 

not sure. 

Activity 2: Information brochure   

10 min. prep  time    |     5 min. display time 

Participants research on the internet and design an information 

brochure about the difference between memes and genes. 
 

Plenary: Group discussion /  Critical thinking  

David $ÅÕÔÓÃÈ ÓÁÙÓȟ ȰWe are now at the beginning of infinity. 

7ÈÁÔÅÖÅÒ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÐÒÏÈÉÂÉÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÌÁ×Ó ÏÆ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÓ ÉÓ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅȢȱ  

What can it mean to be at the beginning of infinity? Think 500 years 

into the future ɀ what can the human species achieve through 

rational memes, exponential growth in technology, and by culturally 

collaborating on a species level?  
 

 Extension Activity:   

2ÅÁÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ 2ÁÙ +ÕÒÚ×ÅÉÌȭÓ 3ÉØ %ÐÏÃÈÓ ÏÆ )ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ %ÖÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ 

2ÅÁÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ *ÏÈÎ 3ÍÁÒÔȭÓ 4ÒÁÎÓÃÅÎÓÉÏÎ (ÙÐÏÔÈÅÓÉÓ 

7ÁÔÃÈ *ÁÓÏÎ 3ÉÌÖÁȭÓ ÖÉÄÅÏ ÍÁÓÈ ÕÐ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ Ȭ4ÒÁÎÓÃÅÎÓÉÏÎ (ÙÐÏÔÈÅÓÉÓȭ 

Reading Task: 

Read the HUMAN project app content on Our Mental Frames 

 

 

  

(ÕÍÁÎ )ÄÅÎÔÉÔÙ 
 

Concept 
Significance of Culture  
 
Duration 
1hour 
 
Cross Curricular Links: 
Sociology 
Anthropology 
Biology 
Culture Studies 
 
 
Skills  
Design 
Critical Thinking 
Group discussion 
 
Intelligences  
Interpersonal 
Linguistic 
Existential 
 
Resources Required 
Laptop 
Access to internet 
Microsoft PowerPoint 
Flipchart / A3 papers 
Board markers 
Stationery 
 
 
 
 
 

6 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P5HqpN0HbS8
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Resource Sheet 6a 

Spectrum of Agreement  

   
 

Is a waste of time; 
People should just talk 
to people from their 

own cultures 
 

 
Is more important now 
than it was in the past 

 
Means opening your 
mind and accepting 

that everyone is 
different  

 
Is about having friends 
in different countries 

 

 
Simply means 

exchanging 
information  

 

 
Can cause problems 
but it can also have 

happy endings 

 
Is impossible because 
everyone disagrees 
about food, religion, 
clothing, education 

etc. 

 
Is for politicians, not 

for people like us 

 
Means that everyone 

should communicate with 
someone from another 
culture at least once in 

their life. 
 

 
Can be just two people 

talking or it can be 
hundreds of nations 

communicating 
 

 
Can be just two people 

talking or it can be 
hundreds of nations 

communicating 

 
Means diluting cultures. 

 
Is about showing 

people that everyone 
is the same on the 

inside 
 

 
Is about helping 

people to understand 
immigration  

 
Saves lives 

 
Is too much effort 
because of all the 

different languages in 
the world 

 
Involves teaching each 
others that stereotypes 

are misleading and 
dangerous 

 

 
Is about treating the 

world as one big family 

 &ÒÏÍ Ȭ#ÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÎÇ #ÕÌÔÕÒÅÓȭ 
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ÔÈÅ (5-!. ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ 
Anna Stillwell and Erika Ilves 

To humans who dare dream beyond their lifespan. 

 

 

 Curriculum content and lesson plans designed by Rohan Roberts 
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Module 3: 

HUMAN Future  

 

Our mental frames 
 
How we sustain 
ourselves 
 
How we resolve 
conflicts 
 
How we spend our lives 
 
How we create 
knowledge 
 
How we use knowledge 
 
How we share 
knowledge 
 
How we organize 
 
How we expand our 
presence 
 
 

ÔÈÅ (5-!. ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ 
Anna Stillwell and Erika Ilves 

Curriculum content and lesson plans designed by 

Rohan Roberts 
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(5-!. &ÕÔÕÒÅ 
 

Concept 
Our mental frames 
 
Duration 
1hour 
 
Cross Curricular Links: 
Technology 
Current Affairs 
Futures Studies 
 
Skills  
Discussion  
Drawing 
Reflection 
 
Intelligences  
Linguistic 
Existential 
 
Resources Required 
Laptop 
Access to internet 
Microsoft PowerPoint 
Flipchart / A3 papers 
Board markers 
Stationery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Energiser:  

 Group statues (5 min.) 

Objectives:  

¶ To highlight the challenges that could impact the survival of our 
species  

¶ To discuss 2050 milestones for our species 
 

Starter: Bingo ɀ Existential threats (5 min.)       Resource Sheet 7a 

#ÈÏÉÃÅ ÏÆ ×ÏÒÄÓȡ 
'ÌÏÂÁÌ ×ÁÒÍÉÎÇȟ ÎÕÃÌÅÁÒ ÈÏÌÏÃÁÕÓÔȟ ÁÓÔÅÒÏÉÄ ÉÍÐÁÃÔȟ ÓÕÐÅÒÎÏÖÁȟ 
ÍÁÇÎÅÔÉÃ ÒÅÖÅÒÓÁÌȟ ÐÁÎÄÅÍÉÃÓȟ ÁÌÉÅÎ ÉÎÖÁÓÉÏÎȟ ÇÒÅÙ ÇÏÏȟ ÂÉÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ 
×ÁÒÆÁÒÅȟ %ÎÔÒÏÐÙȟ "ÉÇ #ÒÕÎÃÈȟ !ÎÄÒÏÍÅÄÁ #ÏÌÌÉÓÉÏÎȟ !ÌÉÅÎ )ÎÖÁÓÉÏÎȟ 
3ÕÐÅÒ 6ÏÌÃÁÎÏȟ 'ÅÎÏÃÉÄÅȟ !Ȣ)Ȣȟ -ÅÇÁ-4ÓÕÎÁÍÉȟ 0ÅÁË /ÉÌȟ $ÁÒË .ÅÂÕÌÁȟ 
"ÌÁÃË (ÏÌÅÓȟ -Ȣ!Ȣ$Ȣ 
 
Activity 1: Discus sion Carousel 

5 min. reading  time    |     10 min. discussion time 

The Earth Wall; The Time Wall; The Abstraction Ceiling  

 YouTube Video:  2045 ɀ A new era for humanity (7 min.) 

The main goals of the 2045 Initiative: the creation and realization of a 

new strategy for the development of humanity which meets global 

civilization challenges; the creation of optimal conditions promoting 

the spiritual enlightenment of humanity; and the realization of a new 

futuristic reality based on 5 principles: high spirituality, high culture, 

high ethics, high science and high technologies.  

Activity 2: Storyboard  (10 min)    Resource sheet 7b 

Individually, think of one milestone for the year 2050. Draw a 

sequence of events storyboard on how we might achieve it.   

0ÌÅÎÁÒÙȡ 7ÈÁÔ ÉÆȣȩ  (5 min.) 

7ÈÁÔ ÉÆ ×Å ÈÁÄÎȭÔ ÄÏÎÅ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÌÅÓÓÏÎȩ 

7ÈÁÔ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ×ÅÒÅÎȭÔ ÁÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÔÏ ËÎÏ× ×ÈÁÔ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÔ ÔÏÄÁÙȩ 

 Extension Activity:  

2ÅÁÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ 2ÁÙ +ÕÒÚ×ÅÉÌȭÓ ÐÒÅÄÉÃÔÉÏns about events that will lead to 

the technological singularity. 

Visit 2045.com and critically read their vision. 

Reading Task: 

Read the HUMAN project app content on How we sustain ourselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

7 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=01hbkh4hXEk
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Resource Sheet 7a 

Starter Activity: Bingo 
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Resource Sheet 7b 

Activity 2: Story Board  
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(5-!. &ÕÔÕÒÅ 
 

Concept 
Human Sustainability 
 
Duration 
1hour 
 
Cross Curricular Links: 
Cosmology 
Earth Sciences 
Global Perspectives 
Future Studies 
 
Skills  
Role Play 
Charter design 
Reflection 
 
Intelligences  
Linguistic 
Existential 
Bodily-Kineaesthetic 
 
Resources Required 
Laptop 
Access to internet 
Microsoft PowerPoint 
Flipchart / A3 papers 
Board markers 
Stationery 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Energiser:  

 As and Bs (5 min.) 

Objectives:  

¶ To identify the issues relating to sustainability. 
¶ To create  a manual/charter for Club EARTH 2050 

 

Starter: Tableaux ɀ Sources of Energy (5 min.)        

$ÉÖÉÄÅ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓ ÉÎÔÏ ÇÒÏÕÐÓȢ %ÁÃÈ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÓ Á ÔÁÂÌÅÁÕØ ÏÆ ÏÎÅ 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÍÓ ÏÆ ÅÎÅÒÇÙȡ 7ÉÎÄ ÅÎÅÒÇÙȟ 3ÏÌÁÒ %ÎÅÒÇÙȟ 4ÉÄÁÌ %ÎÅÒÇÙȟ 
.ÕÃÌÅÁÒ ÅÎÅÒÇÙȟ :ÅÒÏ-ÐÏÉÎÔ ÅÎÅÒÇÙȟ &ÏÓÓÉÌ &ÕÅÌÓ 
 
 YouTube Video:  Pale Blue Dot (3 min.)   (Resource sheet 8a) 

4ÈÉÓ ÅØÃÅÒÐÔ ÆÒÏÍ #ÁÒÌ 3ÁÇÁÎȭÓ ÂÏÏËȟ ! Pale Blue Dot was inspired by 

an image taken, at Sagan's suggestion, by Voyager 1 on February 14, 

1990. As the spacecraft left our planetary neighbourhood for the 

fringes of the solar system, engineers turned it around for one last 

look at its home planet. Voyager 1 was about 6.4 billion km away, 

when it captured this portrait of our world.  

 Activity 1: Earth Manual  

(25 min. prep  time)     

Use the resource sheet 8b to create an earth manual for Club EARTH 

2050.  

Focus on : 

¶ Mission Statement 
¶ Club Members 
¶ How the governors will be chosen 
¶ Issues to tackle 
¶ How to amend the charter. 
 

Plenary: Charter Presentation (15 min.) 

In their respective groups, participants present their charter for Club 

EARTH 2050 to the rest of the class.  

 Extension Activity:  

Visit earth2hub.com and review its contents. 

View Earth 2.0 : Initialisation on YouTube 

Reading Task: 

Read the HUMAN project app content on How we resolve conflicts. 

 

 

  8 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nl5dlbCh8lY
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Resource Sheet 8a 

Transcript of Pale Blue Dot video  

 

From this distant vantage point, the Earth might not seem of any particular interest. 
But for us, it's different. Look again at that dot. That's here. That's home. That's us.  
 
On it everyone you love, everyone you know, everyone you ever heard of, every human 
being who ever was, lived out their lives. The aggregate of our joy and suffering, 
thousands of confident religions, ideologies, and economic doctrines, every hunter and 
forager, every hero and coward, every creator and destroyer of civilization, every king 
and peasant, every young couple in love, every mother and father, hopeful child, 
inventor and explorer, every teacher of morals, every corrupt politician, every 
"superstar," every "supreme leader," every saint and sinner in the history of our species 
lived there - on a mote of dust suspended in a sunbeam.  
 
The Earth is a very small stage in a vast cosmic arena. Think of the rivers of blood 
spilled by all those generals and emperors, so that, in glory and triumph, they could 
become the momentary masters of a fraction of a dot.  
 
Think of the endless cruelties visited by the inhabitants of one corner of this pixel on 
the scarcely distinguishable inhabitants of some other corner, how frequent their 
misunderstandings, how eager they are to kill one another, how fervent their hatreds. 
Our posturings, our imagined self-importance, the delusion that we have some 
privileged position in the Universe, are challenged by this point of pale light.  
 
Our planet is a lonely speck in the great enveloping cosmic dark. In our obscurity, in all 
this vastness, there is no hint that help will come from elsewhere to save us from 
ourselves. The Earth is the only world known so far to harbor life. There is nowhere 
else, at least in the near future, to which our species could migrate. Visit yes. Settle, not 
yet. Like it or not, for the moment the Earth is where we make our stand.  
 
It has been said that astronomy is a humbling and character building experience. There 
is perhaps no better demonstration of the folly of human conceits than this distant 
image of our tiny world. To me, it underscores our responsibility to deal more kindly 
with one another, and to preserve and cherish the pale blue dot, the only home we've 
ever known. 
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Resource Sheet 8b 

How to create a charter (modified from eHow) 

 
1 
Start by defining your mission. This mission statement  will serve as the summary of 
what Club EARTH  is about, so it should be specific and detailed. It should spell out your 
goals and briefly describe your plans to achieve them. 
 
2 
Detail what is required to become a member  of the organization. 
 
3 
Define how the Club EARTH will be governed . Will there be a board of directors? A 
president, secretary and treasurer or any other positions you may find necessary? 
Whatever titles and structure you choose, think  about what is expected from the people 
who hold these titles. 
 
4 
Be sure to include a procedure to amend  the charter of Club EARTH should the need 
arise. This will prevent future organizational leaders from having to rewrite the entire 
charter just to make minor changes. 
 
 
 
Excerpt from the HUMAN project  
  
The Earth Manual: 
 
Ȱ9ÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÈÕÍÁÎȢ #ÏÎÄÕÃÔ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆ ×ÉÓÅÌÙȢȱ 4ÈÅÓÅ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ 
evolving Earth Manual. After 10,000 years of trial and error and our recent advances in 
Earth systems science, we know quite a bit. We can now use our understanding to 
design new sets of smarter practices with fewer unintended consequences, some to 
ÅÎÁÂÌÅ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÕÓÅ %ÁÒÔÈȭÓ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÂÉÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓÅÓ ×ÉÓÅÌÙ ɉÅȢÇȢȟ ÈÏ× ÍÕÃÈ Æish 
can we take without causing collapse in fish stocks in our oceans), some to create our 
Ï×Î ÐÁÒÁÌÌÅÌ ÓÙÓÔÅÍÓ ɉÅȢÇȢȟ ÆÉÓÈ ÆÁÒÍÉÎÇɊȢ /ÕÒ %ÁÒÔÈ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÃÏÍÅ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÍÁÎÕÁÌ ÂÕÔ ÎÏ× 
×ÅȭÒÅ ÓÍÁÒÔ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÏÎÅȢ "Ù ςπυπ ×Å ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÇÏÎÅ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÑÕÉÔÅ Á ÆÅw 
major revisions. 
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(5-!. &ÕÔÕÒÅ 
 

Concept 
Conflict Resolution 
 
Duration 
1hour 
 
Cross Curricular Links: 
Economics 
Culture Studies 
Global Perspectives 
Future Studies 
 
Skills  
Critical Thinking 
Recipe creation 
Anagrams 
 
Intelligences  
Linguistic 
Existential 
 
Resources Required 
Laptop 
Access to internet 
Microsoft PowerPoint 
Flipchart / A3 papers 
Board markers 
Stationery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Energiser:  

 4ÉÄÅȭÓ ÉÎȟ ÔÉÄÅȭÓ ÏÕÔ ɉυ ÍÉÎȢɊ 

Objectives:  

¶ To differentiate between rational and irrational memes. 
¶ To identify reasons for human conflicts and means of resolution 
¶ To design a Peace Meme Collaborative 

 

Starter: Lists (5 min.)        

-ÁËÅ Á ÌÉÓÔ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÓÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÈÕÍÁÎ ÃÏÎПÌÉÃÔȢ 
 
 YouTube Video:  Jason Silva on Abundance  (2 min.)    

This video is inspired by the new book ABUNDANCE, written by X-

Prize Founder and Singularity University co-founder, Peter 

Diamandis and writer Steven Kotler. In it, they explain how 

exponentially emerging technologies can be leveraged to address 

humanity's grand challenges... 

The possibilities are dazzling. 

 Activity 1: Rational and Anti -rational Memes  

10 min. discussion  time    |     5 min. display time  

Hand out resource sheet 9a about memes. 

Divide the audience into groups of 4-5. Ask them to come up with 

examples of rational and anti-rational  memes in the world today that 

will contribute to or take away from world peace.  

Activity 2: Recipe  

10 min. writing  time    |     5 min. display time  

In the form of recipe instructions, participants write their thoughts 

on how to create a Peace Meme Collaborative 

Plenary: Anagram (10 min.) 

Participants unscramble anagrams of memes and separate them into 

rational and anti-rational groups. (Terrorism, religion, language, 

censorship, plastic surgery,) 

 Extension Activity:  

7ÁÔÃÈ 3ÔÅÖÅÎ 0ÉÎËÅÒȭÓ 4%$ ÔÁÌË ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÒÐÒÉÓÉÎÇ ÄÅÃÌÉÎÅ ÉÎ ÖÉÏÌÅÎÃÅ 

7ÁÔÃÈ 0ÅÔÅÒ $ÉÁÍÁÎÄÉÓȭ 4%$ ÔÁÌË ÏÎ !ÂÕÎÄÁÎÃÅ 

Reading Task: 

Read the HUMAN project app content on How we spend our lives.  

  

9 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jwZO2u3TvPc
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Resource Sheet 9a 

Memes 

 
A meme is "an idea, behavior, or style that spreads from person to person within a 
culture." 
 
A meme is a unit for carrying cultural ideas, symbols, or practices that can be 
transmitted from one mind to another through writing, speech, gestures, rituals, or 
other imitable phenomena.  
 
Memes may be regarded as the non-biological counterparts to genes in that they self-
replicate, mutate, and respond to selective pressures. 
 
Examples of memes 
 
¶ Racism 
¶ Writing /Language 
¶ Religion 

 

¶ Bathing 
¶ Making tools 
¶ Fashion 

 

How Memes Spread 
 
Memes spread either vertically by cultural inheritance (as by parents to children) or 
horizontally by cultural acquisition (as by peers, information media, and entertainment 
media) 
 
Rational Memes  
  
A rational meme replicates among society because people find it valuable.  
 
An open society is dominated by rational memes and makes progress. 
 
Modern Britain is thriving in the fields of art, music, technology, science, invention, and 
literature, because it is dynamic, embraces the values of the age of enlightenment, and 
is dominated by rational memes. 
 
Anti -rational memes  
 
An anti-rational meme replicates by disabling its holder's rational thinking so that one 
has no choice but to spread it. 
 
A static society is dominated by anti-rational memes and changes so slowly that people 
do not notice. 
 
The Easter Island society went extinct because it was static and filled with anti-rational 
memes.   
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Resource Sheet 9b 

Recipe for a Peace Meme Collaborative 

 
7ÈÁÔ ÉÆ ȣwe created a Peace Meme Collaborative? Think of it as a network of people united by a 
shared goal: design new memes that have the power to alter or displace the current memes that 
lead to violent conflict or stasis. Admittedly, this may be more demanding than rocket science. 
Meme design requires an in-depth insider understanding of what the different humans involved 
in the conflict are thinking as well as tremendous creativity about what new ideas they might be 
willing to adopt. But the good news is, propagating new ideas in the 21st century is easier than 
ever. So we can quickly see which ideas fall flat and which ideas have that something to become 
memes. Take an authoritarian nuclear-weaponed society like North Korea. What kinds of ideas 
would we need to open it up? 
 
Ingredients  
 

1. ______________________________________ 
2. ______________________________________ 
3. ______________________________________ 
4. ______________________________________ 
5. ______________________________________ 
6. ______________________________________ 
7. ______________________________________ 
8. ______________________________________ 
9. ______________________________________ 
10.______________________________________ 
 
 
Process/Method  
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Energiser:  

 O Kabita! (5 min.) 

Objectives:  

¶ To analyse the importance of creativity and the freedom to create. 

¶ To discuss the meaning of creativity. 
 

Starter: Reframing matrix (5 min.)        

)Î ÇÒÏÕÐÓȟ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓ ×ÒÉÔÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅÓ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍ έ ÁÎÄ 
ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍ ή ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÆÒÁÍÉÎÇ ÍÁÔÒÉÃÅÓȢ ɉ2ÅÓÏÕÒÃÅ ÓÈÅÅÔÓ έάÁȟ έάÂɊ 
 
 YouTube Video:  Jason Silva on Radical Openness (2 min.)    

!Î ÁÎÔÈÅÍ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÏÆ )$%!3Ȣ Ȱȱ )ÄÅÁÓ ÁÒÅ ÌÉËÅ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÓÍÓȟ ÔÈÅÙ 

replicate, they have infectivity and spreading power; they leap from 

brain to brain and compete for the limited attention of our minds.  

 Activity 1: Creativity and Multiple Intelligences  

10 min. prep  time    |     10 min. presentation time 

Divide the audience into groups based on ability.  They are required 

to present their ideas on what creativity means, either through: art, 

music/song, role, play, poetry, rap, essay, or speech.  

Activity 2: Role Play: Press Conference    (10 min. prep  time )  

The classroom transforms into a press conference to announce the 

idea of a Universal Freedom to Create . Choose  

1. A panel of expert speakers who will make a statement. 
2. A selection of reporters who will question the experts and 

quiz them for more information.  

Use information from resource sheet 10c 

Plenary : Press  Conference role play (15 min) 

Participants role play and enact the press conference. (The aim is to 

tease out what a Universal Freedom to Create means) 

 Extension Activity:  

Watch Ken RobinsÏÎȭÓ  4%$ ÔÁÌËÓ ÏÎ (Ï× 3ÃÈÏÏÌÓ +ÉÌÌ #ÒÅÁÔÉÖÉÔÙ 

Think about this statement: Ȱ7Å ÃÏÕÌÄ ÏÎÅ ÄÁÙ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÓÕÂÓÔÒÁÔÅ 

independent minds that will infuse intelligence into every corner of the 

ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÅȢ 7Å ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÌÁÎÄÓÃÁÐÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÂÒÉÃ ÏÆ ÓÐÁÃÅ ÉÔÓÅÌÆȢȱ 

Reading Task: 

Read the HUMAN project app content on How we create knowledge.  

 

  

(5-!. &ÕÔÕÒÅ 
 

Concept 
How we spend our lives 
 
Duration 
1hour 
 
Cross Curricular Links: 
Art 
Music 
Drama 
 
Skills  
Critical Thinking 
Role play 
Performance 
Textual analysis 
 
Intelligences  
Linguistic 
Existential 
 
Resources Required 
Laptop 
Access to internet 
Microsoft PowerPoint 
Flipchart / A3 papers 
Board markers 
Stationery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yNAGkSbt1xI
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Resource Sheet 10a 

Reframing matrix  
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Resource Sheet 10b 

Reframing matrix  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

th
e

 H
U

M
A

N
 p

ro
je

ct 

34 

  

Resource Sheet 10c 

Universal Freedom to Create  

 
&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ (5-!. ÐÅÒÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅȟ ÂÏÔÈ !ÂÕÎÄÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ (ÁÐÐÉÎÅÓÓ ÁÒÅ 3ÉÒÅÎÓȭ ÃÁÌÌÓɂ
irresistible but dangerous. A single-minded pursuit of Abundance can lead us toward an 
endless proliferation of increasingly exotic needs. A singleminded pursuit of Happiness 
can lead us toward self-indulgence. 
 
Ulysses had to bind himself to the mast to resist ÔÈÅ 3ÉÒÅÎÓȭ ÃÁÌÌȢ 7Å ÔÏo would be better 
off binding ourselvesɂto an ultimate goal that turns all of us into players of an infinite 
game of self-improvement. We could strive to minimize the number of waking hours we 
have to spend on merely sustaining ourselves, and maximize the number of waking 
hours we can spend on creating species-advancing explanations and designs. Instead of 
dreaming of our freedom from fear and want, we could dream biggerɂwe could dream 
of our freedom to create. Imagine who we might become once all of us are free to spend 
our lives on advancing the ongoing human project. We could transform the very essence 
of what it means to ascend as a species. Perhaps it will be the wisdom and beauty of our 
universal creations that would become the measure of our advancement. 
 
We could be hundreds, or thousands of years away from the universal freedom to create. 
We might discover that this ultimate goal is a perpetually moving target because the 
more we learn about our universe and beyond the more threats to our survival we 
discover; the more we tinker with ourselves and our cosmic and biological givens the 
bigger our challenges from unintended consequences. There might be plenty of new 
entries on our list of things we have to do to stay alive. We may never attain the 
universal freedom to create but the idea itself gives us a sense of direction for how we 
should transform the contents of human lives. In the beam of this light-house, prosperity 
or abundance for all is no longer our end-game but only the means to the goal beyond. 
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Energiser: Dodgeball (5 min.) 

Objectives:  

¶ To consider the difference between fact and opinion. 

¶ To analyse whether science is the best way to acquire knowledge. 

Starter : Fact or Opinion (5 min.)        

)Î ÇÒÏÕÐÓȟ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÆÁÃÔȟ ÏÐÉÎÉÏÎȟ 
ÖÁÌÕÅ ÊÕÄÇÅÍÅÎÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÖÅÌÁÔÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÔÈÅÎ ÁÓÓÉÇÎ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÏÓÅ 
ÔÏ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÕÒ ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙÅÄȡ 

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÓÕÎ ÉÓ ÍÁÄÅ ÏÆ ÈÙÄÒÏÇÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÌÉÕÍȢȱ 
Ȱ) ÔÈÉÎË ÔÈÅ ÍÏÏÎ ÉÓ Á ÈÕÇÅ ÂÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÃÁÂÂÁÇÅȢȱ 
Ȱ)Ô ÉÓ ×ÒÏÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏ ÅÁÔ ÍÅÁÔȢȱ 
Ȱ) ËÎÅ× ÔÈÅ εȾέέ ÁÔÔÁÃËÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÐÐÅÎ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ) ÈÁÄ Á ÄÒÅÁÍ 
ÏÆ Á ÐÌÁÎÅ ÃÒÁÓÈÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÏ Á ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇȢ Ȱ 

 YouTube Video:   

Jason Silva: To understand is to perceive patterns (2 min.)    

To understand is to perceive patterns. Of course what this means is 

that true comprehension comes when the dots are revealed and you 

get Steven Johnson's long view when you see the big picture.  

 Activity 1: Plus, minus, interesting  

10 min. discussion  time    |     10 min. sharing time 

Divide the audience into triads. Hand out resource sheet 11a. 

Participants fill in the grid for the action below: 

Action: Humans should pursue unlimited knowledge.  With time, we 

should aim to know everything.  

Activity 2: Ladder of Inference    (15min. prep  time )  

Use the Ladder of Inference resource sheet 11b and 11c 

!ÓË ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔȡ Ȱ3ÃÉÅÎÃÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 

ÂÅÓÔ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÁÃÑÕÉÒÅ ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅȱ ÁÎÄ ÆÕÌÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÍȢ  

(ÅÒÅȭÓ Á υ ÍÉÎ 4%$ %Ä ÖÉÄÅÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎÓ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÄÄÅÒ ÏÆ )ÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȡ 

http://ed.ted.com/lessons/rethinking -thinking -trevor -maber   

Plenary  (10 min)  

0ÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓ ÓÈÁÒÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÖÉÅ×Ó ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÃÌÕÓÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÅÙȭÖÅ ÒÅÁÃÈÅÄ 

from the ladder of inference activity. 

 Extension Activity:  

Consider all the things you believe to be true. Reflect on how true you 

think they are and whether they are fact, opinion, or revelation.  

Reading Task: 

Read the HUMAN project app content on How we use knowledge.  

 

  

(5-!. &ÕÔÕÒÅ 
 

Concept 
How we create 
knowledge 
 
Duration 
1hour 
 
Cross Curricular Links: 
Philosophy 
Science 
 
Skills  
Critical Thinking 
Lateral Thinking 
 
Intelligences  
Linguistic 
Existential 
 
Resources Required 
Laptop 
Access to internet 
Microsoft PowerPoint 
Flipchart / A3 papers 
Board markers 
Stationery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iWhO4cwriL0
http://ed.ted.com/lessons/rethinking-thinking-trevor-maber


 

 

 

 

 

 

th
e

 H
U

M
A

N
 p

ro
je

ct 

36 

  

Resource Sheet 11a 

Plus, minus, interesting: In the column underneath "Plus," write down all of the possible 

positive consequences of taking the action. Underneath "Minus," write down all of the 

negative effects. In the "Interesting" column, write down all of the "interesting" 

implications and possible outcomes of taking the action. These may not immediately seem 

to be good or bad, but could, possibly, lead to new opportunities. 

 
Action : ȰHumans should pursue unlimited knowledge.  With time, we should aim 
to know everything. ȱ 
 
Plus Minus  Interesting  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Total:  Total:  Total:  
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Resource Sheet 11b 

Ladder of Inference  

This is a useful technique to figure out whether one has leapt to the wrong conclusion. 

We are inundated with information, fall under peer pressure, and are influenced by 

social networking. It is not inconceivable that we occasionally are wrong about our 

beliefs. On the flip side, oftentimes, we may be right about them too.   

The Ladder of Inference describes the often preconscious process we take to get from a 

fact to a decision or action. The thinking stages can be seen as rungs on a ladder: 

 

 

Reality and Facts 

Selected reality 

Interpreted 

reality 

Assumptions 

Conclusions 

Beliefs 

Actions 

At the bottom of the ladder, we have reality and facts. 

We experience these facts selectively based on our beliefs 

and prior experience. 

We then interpret what these facts mean 

Apply our existing assumptions, sometimes without 

considering them. 

Draw conclusions based on the interpreted facts and our 

assumptions. 

Develop beliefs based on these conclusions. 

Take actions that seem "right" because they are based on 

what we believe. 

  


